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"Opening; Engagement; Blood Donation Day"

Re-opening of Tsuen Wan Donor Centre
Valentine's Day is a day for sharing love. Thus, the Blood Transfusion Service held the opening
ceremony of Tsuen Wan Donor Centre on the 14th of February. Old friends and newcomers
joined together to make this event meaningful and unforgettable.

Tsuen Wan Donor Centre was established in the early 80s years at Yeung Uk Road, then moved
to Tai Ho Road afterwards. It received compliments from blood donors on the unique design of
the Donor Centre. In order to provide a better service, the renovation work commenced in July
2011, During the renovation, the Blood Donor Centre was moved to Nina Tower at Tsuen Wan
to continue its operation. Mr. Peter Lo Kwok-ho, the volunteer architect, planned carefully to
transform it into a modernized centre. Plenty acclamations were received from the public.

It was an honor to have Dr, York Chow, GBS, JP the former Secretary for Food and Health of
HKSAR, to officiate the opening ceremony. After the ceremony, 3 pairs of couples shared their
love stories which were related to the Danor Centre and Blood Donation. Mr. Kolo Tsui and Miss
Cynthia Ng first met at Tsuen Wan Donor Centre in 2004, and they will get married at the end of
the year. They are committed to donate blood at the “Cupid's bow centre” in the future. Mr. &
Mrs. Ho Wing Sun love to donate blood here as one of their regular dating events. Mr. & Mrs.
Ricky Yu joined volunteer work of Blood Transfusion Service as a couple. To highlight the event,
A Cappella group, Songbird, presented two songs, "Need you every minute” and "Can You Feel
the Love Tonight". The romantic opening ceremony was completed in wonderful harmony,

Other honourable guests include: Mr. Vincent Lo, BBS, JP, Chairman of Hong Kong Red Cross;
Mr. Luke Wong, Director of Hong Kong Red Cross; Mr. Chan Kai-ming, Secretary General of
Hong Kong Red Cross; Mr. Philip TSAL IP. Chairman: Dr. Ho Chung Ping, Ms. Clara Shek, Mrs.
Irene Yau, Members of BTS Governing Committee; Ms. Susanna Ko, CGM (AS); Ms. Christina
Cheng, CGM (FS); Ms. Eva Liu, CGM (HR); Kowloon Central Cluster; Mr. Chan Lu-seng, SBS.
MH, Chairman; Mr. Lo Siu-kit, Mr. Kot Siu-yuen, Mr. Tien Puk-sun, Michael, Mr. Lam Faat-kang,
Mr. Chiu Kung-ting, Members of Tsuen Wan District Council; Dr. Kung Yan-sum, Chairman of
Chinachem Charitable Foundation Limited; and Mr. Peter Lo Kwok-ho, Donor Centre voluntary
architect.
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The first Blood Donor Centre in New Territaries.
located at Yeung Uk Road, Tsuen Wan, was
established in early 80's years
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How can the opening
ceremony be held
without me?
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Mr. & Mrs. Ho Wing Sun love to donate blood
here as one of their regular dating events
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Mr. Koo Tsui turned his gaze to Miss Cynthia Ng
affectionately and Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Yu blessed them.
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Derek Ko

Mr Derek Ko, the coach of the adventure course, was awarded the Hong Kong Loving
Hearts Campaign 2011. He is also a regular blood donor, and we, as the nominees,
carry great pride in his achievement. "l believe that the nature of work, words
and actions, interests and habits, as well as involvement in social services
has the ability to influence others!" He said modestly.

"I make appointments for apheresis donation every four weeks; it has
already become a part of my lifestyle. Blood donation habits should be
developed from a young age," Derek said. He always has breakfast with his
mother before blood donations, and she would wait for him at the Donor centre
occasionally. Blood donation has become a part of their family activities. She said, "He
always invites family members and friends to donate blood! For example,
he would reward his brother a steak meal after blood donation." In addition.
he would often encourage blood donation though the activities at the youth center.

Derek has 37 years of blood donation experience and witnessed the changes in blood
donation history. He and his mother visited Tsim Sha Tsui Donor Centre at Ocean
Terminal when he was 17-year-old. His first experience of blood donation left him
excited and enthusiastic. The story behind Derek's blood denation started when he
needed amputation after an accident. After his recovery, he wanted to express his
sincere gratitude to the blood danors who gave blood for his surgery. Because of this, he
decided to contribute to the community via blood donation. Moreover, his sister was
suffering from severe jaundice, which required exchange transfusion when she was born.
"She was completely yellow and her condition really worried us, After the
blood transfusion, her body colour turned back into a healthy pink, | was
very touched and wished to thank all the blooddonors in person.
Furthermore, | had also undergone blood transfusion for a surgery in the
past. Due to these incidences, the family started a close relationship with
blood donation,” Mrs. Ko'said.

Derek was a "Heart-beat Donor" in the past. He donated fresh blood to: patients

undergoing open heart surgery. Whenevera patient needed fresh blood, he would go to
Grantham Hospital in the early moming to give blood. However, each'donation could
only help one patient. Today, he always donates blood to help m‘pahents after the
apheresis donor centre commenced. He hopes that : people will become blood
donors in the future.

EEBEA 160 BTk
Derek Ko has given 160 blood
donations.
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Trophy of Hong Kong Loving
Hearts Campaign 2011
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Miss Ka is now a blood donor
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Mrs Ko encourages Derek and his sister
to give blood
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from soldiers on warship.

As Time Goes By

Hong Kong Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service(BTS) was established sixty years
ago, as a voluntary, non-remunerated blood donation programme. The BTS is the only
public institution providing adequate and safe blood to all public and private hospitals
in Hong Kong. In 1952, the Hong Kong Red Cross established the first office of a local
Blood Collection Service, the forerunner of today's Hong Kong Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service. As part of the restructuring of Hong Kong's health and medical
services, we were included within the system of Hospital Authority since 1991.

BN FHRRIFHR
RYALENR M B+

Mobile double decker bus
served the public in 1980s.

The total blood collected in first year was around 400 units, mainly from British and oy =
foreign military personnel.  With continued effort in the next decade, it gradually 0 AR LB AR
cultivated the awareness of local Chinese people to give blood. In 1964, the 198454 Ak
percentage of total blood donated by local Chinese exceeded that donated by  Headquarter of Hong Kong
expatriates living in Hong Kong for the very first time. Nowadays, 99% of donated Red Cross Blood Transfusion
blood is given by Chinese. In 1975, when the age limit for blood donation was Service was built in 1984.
lowered to 16 years old, student donors constituted over 30% of donors and
have ever since. became a major source of blood denation. Up to 2011, Hong

Kong has collected over 6.3 million units of blood. Over the past year, the BAERMR

annual blood collection had exceeded 230 thousand units. FERRZ—
Student donor is a

During the early years of blood collection, donors were required to make an major source of blood
donation,

appointment to the designated place. The need for a local blood supply was
becoming apparent; the donor center began its operation in 1965 and the
apheresis donor centre commenced in 1984, To increase the amount of
blood collection, the mobile collection team was formed in 1970s. From its
early days of visiting the barracks and warships. the mobile teams have i
expanded their coverage to secondary schools, universities, government
departments, religious organizations, youth centers, social and commercial
organizations. Furthermore, in 1973, the BTS introduced the first truly
mobile blood collection vehicle in the Far East. It was a fully equipped
vehicle to deal with blood donations on board. Since then different models

RENRBH RN

of mobile collection vehicles have been put into service. Today. the blood 18 1 B MediCoach
collection is conducted through & donor centres (in King's Park, Mongkok, MediCoach provides
Kwun Tong, Central, Causeway Bay, Shatin, Tsuen Wan and Yuen Long), 4 20114 « BEME regular service to the
mobile collection teams and mobile vehicles. A I 5 5 23 A B public

The annual blood collection has
exceeded 23 million units in 2011,
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"Tuesday Report of the story of blood"

The episode of "Tuesday Report on Blood Donation Stories” was aired to arouse public
awareness on blood donation. It incuded information on blood and blooad donation, and also
shared the views of two blood recipients: Mr. Lawrence Lee and Miss Angela Chung. Mrs. Heidi
Tang shared the experiences of her daughter Lam-lam, while she waited for her blood transfusion.
Moreover, Mr. Chan Kwong Hing and Mr. Lee Kam Keung encouraged their daughters to join the 8
blood donation. Finally, Dr. Lee Cheuk Kwong explained that the aging population caused the §

age of the blood users to be pushed over the age of eighty in elderly people. Over the next few
years, as it is unlikely for there to be a substitute for blood, he urged the public to continue to

support the blood donation,
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. The answer of the crossword puzzle,

. please visit our website www.ha.org,hki
or our facebook hitp:/iwww. facebook.com/
BloodForLifeHKRCBTS
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Horizontal:

a An insect with a long thin body with two pairs of large transparent wings and
often seen over water.

b. The process of becoming better

¢. Adjective, having lived or existed for a long time

d. The organ that pumps blood around the body

e. The last manth of the year

f. Feeling or showing pleasure

g. A person trained to take care sick or injured people, usually in a hospital

h. The day of the week after Monday

. Tosay things

Vertical:

1. An agreement to marry

2. A red substance in the blood that carries oxygen

3. The colour of blood

4. Having a high temperature

5. An imaginary small being with magical pawers

6. Animal that pulls the sleigh of Santa Claus and helps him deliver Christmas
gifts

7. Expectation of something desired

8. The bodies of water surrounding the continents of the earth

9. The unit of currency in Japan

10. Blood component that helps clot the blood
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More about "Panda Blood"

The Rh (Rhesus) blood group system (including the Rh factor) is one of thirty current
human blood group systems. Clinically, it is the most important blood group system
after ABO. The RhD (Rhesus) factor is a protein that is present (or absent) on the
surface of red blood cells. People who have the Rhesus factor are considered to have a
"positive” (Rh +ve) blood type and those who don't are considered to have a "negative”
(Rh -ve) blood type.

Rh -ve blood has always been called by the Chinese as "Panda blood" - like pandas, it is
rare. Only 3 out of every 1,000 Chinese people have Rh -ve blood. For the general
health issue, there is no difference between the two blood groups. However, those who
belong in the Rh -ve blood group should be paid attention during some specific
conditions. such as pregnancy and blood transfusion.

Warm reminder for those with Rh -ve blood group
Attend antenatal check before pregnancy
Be a regular donor, participate regular blood donation

Blood Rh Mission

FERERENNER  WBEMAER + RIDB|/H Ercbts@ha.org.hk

We hope you will enjoy this issue of the newsletter. If you have any suggestions,
please feel free to contact us at rcbts@ha.org.hk

Acknowledgment NEz4:

English Proof Reading: Miss Joyce Ng
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Address: 15 King's Park Rise. Kowloon. Hong Kong

BE Fax 27101862

FEH Email: rebts@ha.org.hk

#BHE Website: www.ha.org.hk/rebts

I M E Facebook: http://www facebook.com/BloodForLifeHKRCBTS

24 hour enquiry hotline: 2710 1234

Website QR Code

Facebook QR Code
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