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The Gift of Life
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To give recognition to blood donors and to encourage more young people to give blood,
the Blood Transfusion Service will each year organize a Donor Award Ceremony. Donors
who have achieved 25th donations or its multiples cumulatively during the past 12 months
are invited to the Ceremony to receive commemorative badges. In addition, awards will be
presented to winners of the Schools Blood Donation Programme and specially nominated
corporation(s) or organization(s) to commend their effort in supporting blood donation
activities in Hong Kong.
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Congratulatlons to Multiple Times Donors
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The Schools Blood Donation Programme
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Jean Cassels Trophy and Commendation Shields for Highest Percentage Participation
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RBRETHER
Tung Chung Catholic School

nNE=R

Runners-Up

AABBARATEAE R 2
Confucian Tai Shing Ho Kwok Pui Chun College

B (BRI Sk
G.T. (Ellen Yeung) College

MENIRN AP EE
Carmel Pak U Secondary School

A% S er L R EE
Caritas Ma On Shan Secondary School

EEER

Munsang College

FHEEMRG S A SHE
Christian Alliance S C Chan Memorial School

EEE@RERE
Jockey Club Ti-I College

RE=[SERZHZ
TWGHSs Mrs Fung Wong Fung Ting College

1B EshE
Assembly of God Hebron Secondary School
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The Schools Blood Donation Programme
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BB ERE B (M)
Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education (Chai Wan)
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Runners-Up

REEN

Munsang College

FORAREHER
Tung Chung Catholic School

FLE BB BT A BRI B M2 R 2
Confucian Tai Shing Ho Kwok Pui Chun College

HFHMERTERRERIRAET 20 (FEAN)
Hong Kong Design Institute & Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education (Lee Wai Lee)

WA
Carmel Pak U Secondary School

EREERIG S AL SHE
Christian Alliance S C Chan Memorial School

RAEIMGRICRER

Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong School

WTE LR
Assembly of God Hebron Secondary School

EEER
United Christian College
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Special Merit Award

EREERD
Scout Association of Hong Kong
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Prudential Hong Kong Limited
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Total No. of Donations 2017
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Hong Kong Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service
2017-2018 Annual Summary Report

On behalf of the Hong Kong Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service (BTS) and all benefited patients, |
am extending my heartfelt gratitude to all enthusiastic blood donors for their unfailing support. Your
generous and altruistic donations have saved lives of many patients and given hope to their families.
All because of your great effort, the blood bank could be timely replenished to ensure a stable level of
inventories of different types of blood for emergencies and a cure for chronic diseases. Last year, the
total number of donors who have achieved their cumulative blood donation of 25 times or its multiples
hit a new high record of 3,511. This has demonstrated that our society is filled with love and care and
is always willing to offer helping hands to the needy. | sincerely hope that your stories could inspire
people around and encourage them to become blood donors as well. Let's put our hands in hands
together to tumn blood donation as habit in our community to further consolidate our existing
foundation for a sustainable supply of blood in the long run.
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In 2017, both the number of donor attendances and blood collection were on a decline. The BTS only
managed to have 312,972 blood donors in 2017 which marked a 4.7% decrease when compared to
328,318 in 2016. The whole blood and apheresis blood (plasma and platelet) collected in 2017
dropped by 5.3% from 258,222 units in 2016 to 244,653 units. As a result, the BTS possessed and
tested 487,094 units of blood products for clinical treatment in 2017, which was lower by 1.3%.
Though the blood demand could still be met, the BTS had been encountering serious imbalance
between demand and supply with the inventories for all blood types often stayed at low levels.

The BTS is committed to employing its every effort in helping patients who need transplantation by
providing unrelated haematopoietic stem cells. As of the end of 2017, more than 120,000 local
people have been registered in our registry and 561 of them have already donated their
haematopoietic stem cells to patients. In addition, the registry has successfully conducted searches
and found matched haematopoietic stem cells for transplantation for 1,001 local and overseas
patients. The Hong Kong Red Cross Catherine Chow Cord Blood Bank stored 456 units of cord blood
in 2017 and has already achieved the target of 10,000 units that can readily be available for
transplantation.

Looking back on last year's situation, the BTS has walked through a very difficult journey full of
challenges and encountered deadlocks from different aspects. In view of inability to meet the daily
target, the BTS had to make frequent urgent appeals for blood donation. At the same time, adverse
weather brought significant impact to the BTS. There were five No. 8 or above Tropical Cyclone
Warning Signals resulted in suspension or even termination of blood collection activities. Moreover,
motivation to donate blood was also reduced during the cold weather in early 2018. To cope with the
difficulties, the BTS had not only enhanced its promotion but also reallocated resources for service
hour extension in some donor centers. As frequent appeals aroused the hot discussion on the
whereabouts of blood on the social media, the BTS had to issue statements promptly to clarify and
alleviate the negative influence of unverified message circulation.

Deferrals due to low pre-donation haemoglobin remained serious among our blood donors. Despite a
series of promotional activities under the theme of "Stay on Nutritious Diet, Start with Iron" in 2017 to
encourage higher iron intake through balanced diet, the number of deferred donors did not drop
significantly. Therefore, we have to beef up our educational work so that more donors can stay healthy




OnpesezEs 2018
Chief Executive & Medical Director’s Report

enough to meet the haemoglobin requirement before giving blood. To cope with the potential risk on
blood safety, the BTS had implemented blood deferral policy for blood donors who visited Zika-
affected areas but it continued to impact on the blood donation. Besides, the BTS has been providing
blood or blood products which were tested negative for Zika virus to pregnant patients after taken the
account of the guideline issued by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Unfortunately, the world's
first case of patient contracting Japanese Encephalitis through blood transfusion was reported in 2017.
The BTS promptly worked with relevant Government Department for the investigation and instituted
the necessary procedure to secure blood safety. From September 2017, the upper limit of donors'
age has been raised and the deferral policy for men who have had sex with other men has been
revised following the recommendation from the Hospital Authority (BTS) Expert Panel on Blood and
Blood Products Safety.
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With the above difficulties and challenges, the BTS continued to explore feasible solutions to secure
the blood supply to all local hospitals. The Hospital Authority Head Office has provided all-rounded
support to the BTS. Within a few months' time, SMS reminder service and online appointment system
have been introduced for blood donors to enjoy enhanced services with latest information and
donation registration. In 2018, the BTS has launched "Give Blood Alliance" as a new recruitment and
publicity campaign to encourage participation from corporates and community groups. By partnering
with them to host blood donation events, the BTS believes the power of influence in the donor
community could help nurture the culture of non-remunerated blood donation. The BTS is
implementing a new searching and matching system that can speed up the processes to identify
matched bone marrow donors and cord blood units so that more lives could be saved. Lastly, the
superstructure of the new eight-storey annex of the BTS Headquarter expansion project at King's Park
is almost completed and the construction team is working on the fitting-out works. The next phase will
be re-arranging the functional layouts of the existing building. The whole project is expected to be
completed by 2020.

Support from the society has always been motivating the BTS to accomplish our mission. | was deeply
touched by how our society reacted to the tragic traffic accident at Tai Po Road in February 2018,
Innumerable citizens came to donate blood on their own. Even with a long queue, all donors waited
orderly and patiently. To cope with the situation, our staff also cancelled their leaves and resumed duty
at donor centres until midnight; and their enthusiasm was highly respectable. | firmly believe that by
working together we are able to achieve the goal of "More Blood, More Lives" which brings blessings
to patients.

The warmth of our kind citizens is embedded in every single unit of blood collected. A stable blood
supply in Hong Kong relies on the generosity of all blood donors by making regular donation. | foresee
our blood collection work will remain tough for the coming years. As only 30 out of 1,000 eligible
Hong Kong citizens participated in blood donation now, there is much room to generate greater power
of love in the community and to disseminate the importance of "Give blood, Save lives", We need to
share our love by giving blood to patients in need and pass on this virtue to our next generation so
that patients are granted an opportunity of a lifetime.

Lastly, on behalf of the BTS and all patients who received blood transfusion, | would once again like to
pay my highest tribute of respect to all blood donors.

Dr Cheuk-kwong LEE
Chief Executive and Medical Director




