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During the past 60 years, 1.6 million people in HK
have become a life-saving HERO by giving blood.
Come and join us!



Blood News
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Saving Lives Can Start With You

Locking Back at Blood Demand as at 2012

The stardard of medical technologies of Hong Kong is unquestionably up to the international mark. With the advances of medical technologes
many illnesses once considerad incurable are nowy treatable, Despite the encouraging fact, Blood transhusion still plays a crucial role in treating
patients regardless of how developed medidne has become,

Mr. Chan was in a coma when admitted to hospital after a traffic accdent. His life was saved by a transfusicn of 36 units of blood during surgery
on the first day; the subsequent operations consumed another 97 units of blood. Mr. Chan's story & a case in point to show that patients
cannot be treated with outstanding medical professionals, new technologies and advanced equipment alone; mary medical procedures stil
require blood transfusion as part of the treatment. With the changes in demographic structure, blood demand in recent years has shown a
significant increase. posing sevens test for the work of blood collection.

Acoording to the figures released by the Census and Statistics Department in December 2012, a seriously aging population aver the past 30
vears is reflected in the median age of Hong Kong population rising from 26.3 vears in 1981 to 41,7 years in 2011, The average lite
expectancy for males increased from 72,3 years in 1981 to 80.3 years in 2011, while females’ average life expedancy rose from 78.5 years to
85,7 years, All these figures can be used to account for the ever dimbing demand for blood in Hong Kong, The supply of whobe blood and red
biood cell products between 2008 and 201 2 is depicted in the diagram

Whale blood and red bleod cell products recorded a

17.24% increase from 196,812 units in 2008 to

230.740 units in 2012, The figure represents an R ’“‘;‘::“'*ﬂ*::’liﬂ:uml.:zm "
alarmirg increase in blood demand over just a shaort ik A " - e
duraticn of several years. If the number of donors —

remain unchanged, so that the blood collected by

the Blood Transhusion Service has no comespaonding

increase, the consequences are obvious. . 1317
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Thanks to numercus non-remunerated blood donors, S

Hong Kong has been able to enjoy a long-standing

adequate blood supply, Yet we should never take it

for granted. In crder bo maintain an adequate supply

for patients in nesad, we sincerely invite you who are

eligiole for bood donation to become blood donors

with your friends and family. The joy of saving lives T

together will be indescribable, We count on you fo

play a part in maintaining an adequate blood supphy

in Heng Kongl
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World Blood Donor Day cum Hong Kong Red Cross Blood Transfusion Services

60th Anniversary Kick-off Ceremony and Bus Tour

The Woarld Blood Donor Day cum B'Li E0th Anniversary Kick-cff Ceremony held on 16 June came to a successful dose, The 201 2 theme of
World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) wes "Bvery Blood Donor i a Hero®,  The ceremony was followed by a bus parade joined by our honcurable
guests, members of Youth Donor L_h.s:u and volunteers at Mongkok Pedestrian Street, The importance of blood donation to save lves was
publicized besides donor recruitment activities at the event
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Mr Chan Karn Yuen, a Blood recpient
thariks blood donors
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Voluibeers promote blood donation
at Mongkok Pedestrian Street
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appy Halloween Might Party 2012

A Hallcf.-'eefu blood donation party was r'eu:l at our Mongkok Donor Centre on 27 October
2012, Many doncrs brought their friends or family along to give blood, which added a
meaning o the festival. The donors spent a fun evening together with u-.J centre staft and

wolunteers. Let's recapture some of the joyhul scenes here,




Blood Rnh- Mission
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"Be Positive About Being Negative" Talk Aims At Negative Blood Donors

Cndy 1 in 370 Chinese in Hoeng Kong has Bh negative bocd. M, loseph Leung is one of the negative Blood donars wha have helped patients by
reqular blood donation. "l have got a strong sense of mission when | knew | was a negative blood donor. | hope mare people can join the cause
of blocd donation in the future.” he said

Talks on negative blood types and implication on negative donors giving blood regularly are being organized as part of the Blood Transfusion
Senice’s endeavour to educate the public on negative blood donaticn,

Interested citizens with negative blood are required to give blood at any of our donor centres or at locations where our mobile blood collection
teams visit and to fill out the enrolment form, Partidpants can irvite a relative or friend aged at least 12 to the talk, which is followed by a visit to
cur laboratory to get familiar with the blood processing and testing process. if you have negative blood. don't miss this rare oppartunity.
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3 donars centres, namely Causeway Bay Donor Centre, Central District Doner Centre and Mengkok Doner Centre undeneent refurbishment in
the past year with an aim to provide a better emvironment and service for our donors, Which new look do you like maost?
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Causeway Bay Donor Centre =" Central District Donor Centre




Blood Friends
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The new advertiserment featuring the slogan "Eveny Blood Donor is a Herol® made its debut on the local TV and radio channels on 18 October

2012, Pop band C AllStar made their appearance in the advertisement to recognize the blood donation heroes over the past 60 years and to
appeal to the public for giving blood, They alsa share their experiences in ghing blood in the Blood Friends column of this issue,
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| was aware of the importance of blood to the
body when | was studying nursing. | was later
learned from my mentor that even with well
trained medical staff. new technologies and

advanced equipment, many medical procedures On"‘?
could not be possible without the support from the
enthusiastic blood donors. It goes to show how
great a contribution that blood donors make. The
satisfaction felt by a blood donor is indescribable
and | am one of the lucky ones who can have this
feeling. The moment | received my donor card, it
felt like | was receiving a commendation
certificate. My first blood donation took place at
my secondary school when | was 16. | especially
enjoyed the drink and snacks which tasted wvery
yummy after the donation as they were taken at a
mement of knowing that | had helped someocne-
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2012 The Hong Kong Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service Annual Donor Award
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The Anrnual Daoror Aveard Ceremaony was held on 3 Jupe
and 10 June 2012 respectively. 170000 ctizens
donated over 230000 bags of blood which were
processed into mearly 600000 units of blood products
for clinical treatments in last year, satting a new record
since the inception of BTS

Donaors who cumulatively donated blood 25 times or
more in the past year reached a record high of 2,542
Donors with 50 bood donations or more amounted te
872, Assembly of God Hebron Secondary School won
lean Cassels Trophy 2011 and Commendation Shields
for their highest percentage participation, as well as the
BTS Trophy and Commendation Shiedds for their highest
number of donations.  The Specal Merit Award was
presented to Kai Shing Management Sendces Limited to
crefit their support for aur blood donation acthvities
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Mr Tangent Crheung thanks the

genenosty of biood donars

which contributed

lex his smooth operation
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Mr Chris Wong, a blood recipient,
appredates the blood donors'
charity act of helpirg the sick and
thesir famiies
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Let's continue o bear the

responstlity of grirg blood and

sawing fves

FELEZEMNER - UREAER - REREErcbts@ha.org.hk
We hope you will enjoy this issue of the newsletter. If you have any suggestions,
please feel free to contact us at rcbts@ha.org.hk

24EEIEMBEERLER 24 hour enquiry hotline: 2710 1234

Hhdk : FERENLAET THEE 54

Address: 15 King's Park Rise, kowloon, Hong Kong
MH Fax: 2710 1862

B E Email: robtsiiha.ong.hic

4k Website: wha.ong.hky/roots

WM E Facebookc hitp:/ e facebock.comyBloodForLifeHKRCETS
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